ST. JOogePH'S
ASHBURTON

When | am struggling with my
life | look up towards the sky

and say; Lord you take over.

Dear St Joseph’s School Community
Talofa, Hola, Kamusta, Kia ora, Malo e lelei, Ciao

Well it has been an extremely odd and unexpected few weeks! It is most certainly great to be out
of level 3 and back to school continuing the programmes that were well underway at the
beginning of the lockdown. The general feedback about home learning following the lockdown
has been very positive from both parents and teachers. | think we all treated ourselves a little
more kindly this time round by trying not to overload parents, children or staff with an
overabundance of work. As always, please contact me if you have any further feedback that you
would like us to consider if there is a next time (which hopefully there will not be!).

Building update

Great news .. the staffroom and LSC (Learning Support Coordinator) areas are now ready and in
use. It is fantastic to have such a lot of space for the staff to relax in. The new classrooms are
progressing well but are not likely to be ready for use this year due to wait times for certain
products, ie, pink batts. This is a shame but everything will be well organised and ready for use
by 2022.

Our new staffroom kitchen area



Our new waiting area - no more sitting outside in the cold, or
standing shoulder to shoulder in the office area!
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Our new decal on the office wall that welcomes
our visitors into our school

Calendar of Events

Please take special notice of the calendar in this newsletter. Due to the lockdown, we have had
to either cancel or move many of the events planned for this term. It is a shame when things
have to be cancelled but it is just not possible for everything to be rescheduled for Term 4.

Of particular note is the production “Lost in the Library”. This will go ahead in Term 4 and the
new date for this will be the 24th of November. We will continue with offering the two
performance times of 1pm and 7pm - at the Ashburton Events Centre. Please put this date into
your diaries!




A School Production i ncl udi

years O - 8

Where: The Event Centre
When: Wednesday 24th November
Time: Two performances - 1pm and 7pm
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Tickets will be available soon !

Kind regards
Cath Blacklow

School Vi si on

To learn, to grow, and to live our faith by being the hands
and voice of Jesus




Term 3 & 4 Calendar (also accessed on our school website)

WEEK 9

Monday 20"-Sunday 26™ September

Sign Language Week

Wednesday 22" September

Home and School Meeting 7.30pm

Saturday 25" September

Retreat Day for Confirmands

WEEK 10

Monday 27" September

Zones Duathlon TBC

Wednesday 29" September

Wig Wednesday (rescheduled)
Catholic Schools’ Day Liturgy 2.30pm (children only)

Friday 1%t October

Reading Together 9am
Last day of term 3

WEEK 1: TERM 4

Monday 18™ October

First day of term 4

Wednesday 20" October

Confirmation for Year 8's
Home and School Meeting 7.30pm
Year 5/6 Rotary Speech Competition

Thursday 215 October

Athletics Sports Day

Friday 22" October

Athletics Sports Postponement Day

WEEK 2

Monday 25" October

Labour Day Public Holiday

Tuesday 26™-Friday 29" October

Year 7/8 Senior Camp at Wainui

Wednesday 27" October

New Entrant Parent Meeting 5.30pm

WEEK 3

Wednesday 3" November

Year 5/6 Science Roadshow 9.30am
Year 7/8 Rotary Speech Competition
Board Meeting 5.45pm

Thursday 4™ November

Grandparents’ Day
Reading Together 2pm

Friday 5" November

Counties Athletics

WEEK 4

Monday 8" November

Dance Championships 7.30pm

Thursday 11" November

Reading Togther 2pm

Friday 12" November

Canterbury Anniversary Day Public Holiday




WEEK 5

Friday 19" November Hakatere Festival

WEEK 6

Wednesday 24™ November School Production ‘Lost in the Library’ 1pm and 7pm

NB: These are the dates we currently have on the calendar. This will be updated each
fortnight to include new dates as they are decided upon throughout the term.

From the Director of Religious Studies

Kia ora e te whanau. Although we are disappointed that our Term 3 Mass was unable to go
ahead, we are looking forward to being able to reschedule this early next year. All things
considered, we are so fortunate to be in the South Island and be able to be back at school. With
that in mind, here is a karakia of thanks to share with your whanau.

A Simple Prayer of Gratitude

Thank you, Lord, for the blessings you have bestowed on my life. You have provided me with
more than | could ever have imagined. You have surrounded me with people who always look
out for me. You have given me family and friends who bless me every day with kind words and
actions. They lift me up in ways that keep my eyes focused on you and make my spirit soar.
Also, thank you, Lord, for keeping me safe. You protect me from those things that seem to haunt
others. And Lord, | am so grateful for keeping those around me safe and loved. | hope that you
provide me with the ability and sense to show them every day how much they matter. | hope that
you give me the ability to give to them the same kindness they have provided to me.

| am extremely grateful for all of your blessings in my life, Lord. | pray that you remind me of just
how blessed | am and that you never allow me to forget to show my gratitude in prayer and
returned acts of kindness. Thank you, Lord.

Mabuhay ang ating pamilya!

Walang kasiguruhang mga linggo ang ating pinagdaanan.

Kahit kami ay nasiraan ng loob na ang ating pagdiriwang na banal pra sa ikatlong termino ay
hindi nairaos, umaasa pa rin kami na ito ay matutuloy pa rin ng maaga sa susunod na taon.
Lahat ng bagay ay isinasa alang alang, mapalad pa rin tayo na nasa loob pa rin ng South Island
at handa na magbalik paaralan. Sa mga pag iisip na ito, narito ang isang panalangin ng
pasasalamat pra sa inyong lahat.

Isang Payak na Panalangin ng Pasasalamat

Salamat sa iyo Panginoon para sa lahat ng mga biyaya na patuloy mong ibinubuhos sa aking
buhay. Patuloy mo akong pinagkakalooban ng mga bagay na di ko inaasahan. Pinalilibutan mo
ako ng mga tao o mga anghel na tumitingin sa akin. Pinagkalooban mo rin ako ng aking mga
pamilya, mahal sa buhay at mga kaibigan na patuloy akong pinagpapala ng kanilang salita at
gawa. ltinataas nila ako na manatili nakatingin sa iyo sa itaas at pumailanglang ang aking
espiritu.

Maraming salamat din po Panginoon sa pag-iingat mo sa akin na ako ay ligtas sa anumang
panganib. Salamat sa iyong proteksyon na laging sumasagi sa alaala hg mga tao, at Panginoon,
tinatanaw po namin na utang na loob sa iyo ang pagliligtas sa mga taong nakapaligid sa akin at
mga mahal namin sa buhay. Umaasa po ako na pagkakalooban mo ng kakayahang makita ko
ang kanilang kahalagahan. Umaasa rin po ako na maibalik ko sa kanila ang ginawa nilang
kabutihan sa akin.

Lubos po akong nagpapasalamat sa lahat ng mga biyaya mo sa aking buhay Panginoon.
Idinadalangin ko na patuloy mong ipaalala sa akin kung gaano ako pinagpala mo at wag mong
hayaang makalimot na patuloy na pagpapa salamat sa iyong kabutihang walang hanggan sa
pananalangin at ibalik ang kabutihan sa iyo.

Salamat sa iyo Panginoon.




Student Writing : Kea 4

This piece of writing was in the recent 100 Word Challenge dobal website showcase.
They had to use the word TERRIFYING and also have a persuasive element to it.

“Good morning” | said mischievouSNyg,; fttmnj ushel p
thank you” said the"Austymersanega?olstgn get you n
can stop time; | can get you powerful wands that can control minds; or | can give you the

ability to make objects float with just your bar e

don’t understan&whashareaysu?Wha | ook upSand gbke
you again, can | help you find anything in my terrifying shop of magical bits and bobs?

Lulu Kilworth

Lockdown Poems

I remember é

| remember walking everywhere with a mask on.

| remember doing homework online.

| remember doing zoom meetinggith my teacher and others from my group.

| remember the ding on the oven while smelling the delicious treat inside.

| remember helping out in the paddock by feeding the sheep, chickens and the duck.
| remember going inside to turn on the news hoping thate would finally come out of
lockdown.

| remember the news reader saying that we were coming out of lockdown.

| remember jumping for joy.

| remember going to school the next day and seeing my friends.

| remember lockdown 2021.

Claire Chibanguzarui 8

2021 Lockdown

| remember feeding the calves every day on a windy windy morning.
| remember driving the tractor to collect the calves with the staff and my dad.
|l remember making a card for my dad on Father
| remember playing farms in my room with my tractors and mobilo.
| remember playing tennis with my Mum, Dad and Cooper.
| remember staying in my house for over three weeks.
| remember Lockdown 2021.
James Wardrlui 8



2021 Lockdown

| remember sitting in the tractor from lunch until  tea time doing levelling and drilling.

| remember chasing the calves to get calves into the trailer to take them to the calf

shed.
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| remember shifting the cows to the run -off on the Ag200.
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| like doing writing.
| remember having my birthday in the middle of lockdown.

| remember 2021 lockdown.
Max Stocker, Tui 8

Covid

Days have gone and been forgotten
Since last year my days of fear heisappeared.
Till this day when Covid struck his army up and up,
[AGGES R2Sa KS 1y26 6SQNB LINBLI NBR
Our homes had kept us safe once before and will once again.

The lady who runs this country had a plan to keep us sdfewtrof harm,
The plan was good we bet it once and hard and fast it didn't last.
Her meetings helped us make decisions to keep us locked up after a little shock
But it helped us all and it slowed Covid to a little crawl bounce away like a little ball.

It took away our winter fun like camp and some events,
We had planned a heap of fun but it hadn't lasted it went away.
People were talking to each other and playing like me and my brother.
But soon it came lockdown shame. All the fun had gone away ansl\whegte we are now in

lockdown and | bet all NZ would be saying how.
Tadhg SimpsoriKea 9

Student Writing : Kea 9

Time Travel :to stop Covid 19

Hi | am aware that the person that will receive this letter will find this information mind
boggling and almost unbelievable. However, | am a time traveller from 2021 and currently
living in a humongous global pandemic. Life as you currently know it will dramatically change
towards the end of 2019 due to a highly contagious and awfully dangerous coronavirus. It
will cause huge damage, people will die and thousands of lives will be altered forever. | am
writing this letter to warn  you that this will change people's lives in so many awful ways. So
I am hoping that you take this letter seriously and understand th at there will be a
pandemic, a giant one and that you are put on the line to save the lives of our world.

T &6 AE

U B



You may be wondering how Covid 19 got out of control, and it was from China, and since it is
a wealthy country that has lots of tourists, you will pr obably understand how it got out fast
to the whole world. How Covid 19 came around was from a person that ate a bat in China

and since Covid 19 is not only a virus that spreads only if you make full contact, it is a virus
that can spread from moving in the  airways. Covid 19 also stays in your body longer than
most viruses and that means that you can spread the virus way quicker and get more people
affected, sometimes without people even knowing they are sick.

There is one solution that can stop Covid 19, a nd it is the vaccine. In 2021 the scientist

found the vaccine but only a quarter of the world has been fully vaccinated, and already so

many people have died from Covid so if | were yol
vaccinate as many people as you can before 2019.

You must be wondering what the economy will be like and | can tell you one thing, it is all
over the show. Because of Covid and going in and out of lockdowns, you could probably
imagine how messy the economy is. The economy is suffering from Covid 19 and I think it
would really appreciate your help because right now if you use your imagination. Currently
the economic recovery is like a sloth trying to climb Mt Everest and that is no good.

Finally, face masks. Face masks are a pain, they stop people from seeing your beautiful

faces but they can also be helpful for outbreaks that are really contagious like Covid 19. In
2021 face masks are mandatory for people over the age of 12, and that is because people
over 12 can get the virus way easier and get it worse.

So as you can see the world really is a mess and lives have been taken and you are the only
hope, so make the vaccine and save thousands of innocent lives.

Tineke Artz (from 2021)

More Lockdown Writing : Kea 9

Streets once were filled with shiny, flashing cars, now roads are completely useless. People
avoid people. It's a strange scene. Some people are even more careful, wearing masks around
their face. Are they dressing up for a ninja celebration or is something more serious happening?

No one's ordering takeaways. It makes you wonder why, have they lost their appetite? Or have
the people running takeaways gone on strike. Though a couple years ago this behaviour may
seem queer, nowadays we know the rules: stay in your house, it's clear as day.

The lockdown hits us, with its fury and its need. Shutting people from what they like to do.
Chatting with people, going to events are now strictly forbidden. Going to school, playing with
friends is simply not allowed. You're in a confined space, who knew your home could act like a
prison. Shutting you from the wondrous world outside.

You might think that this is a holiday, not going to school, no more learning for maybe a couple
of weeks. Well if you think you might be shocked or surprised, it turns out in lockdown you have
work to do. Maths, reading, writing, it's like your home turns into a school, except without
teachers, home learning, and friends. You may feel lonely with no one to comfort you, your
parents are too busy, and your siblings need to work.



Scratching noises could be heard, your dog desperately wants to bust out. But you sway your
head from left to right, your dog looks up, using puppy eyes on you. But you hardly notice that
they're trying to persuade you. This is a disastrous term 3 you may think. You have to do work,
help out around the house. You thought school was hard work, looks like lockdown is even
harder work.

A part of you sort of likes the pandemic spending time with your family, you always like that. On
the other hand, you have so much school work to do, changing between activities it's like never
ending chores. You constantly watch the news for the latest updates, before the lockdown you
would hardly take a second glance at the news.

Watching from the window, will this ever end? How long will this go for? You look at the empty
road. The white lines had been repainted but no cars came. You could hear the birds tweeting
from one to another, too quiet for a busy road, it suddenly feels like a different world where no
one came out, to talk, or to play, just people stuck in their house like prison. Though a part of
you feels the urge that Covid had a meaning, just we haven't found the meaning yet.

Sophia Lyons

Other Notices for your Interest or Information
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Pasifika COVID-19
Vaccination Drive Ashburton

Sunday, 19th September 2021
9.00AM - 3.30PM

Location:
Holy Name Church Hall
Cnr Winter and Burnett St, Allentown Ashburton

Walk Ins On The Day Available!

« Spot Prizes Of Supermarket Vouchers
» GoInto The Draw For An Ipad Or Bluetooth Speaker
« Free Sausage Sizzle

*
®*
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Call 0800-388-434 or Email |3na@empas'ﬂka.c°.nz to book PASIFIK‘F\‘
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Children with pets (large and small) are invited to attend our 2021 Show and enter.

How to enter: The rules:

Enter between 12.00 and 12.45pm on 1. Pets must be handled by a child under
30th October at the Pet Parade Ring at the 15 years of age

Show (Robin Bruce Clydesdale arena)

2. Allanimals must be socialised
Entry Fee $1.00

All Pets to be paraded for judging at the
Pet Parade Ring for prompt 1pm start

3. Any animal causing a disturbance will be
asked to leave

4. No refunds will be given

Prizes: Classes:

Trophy for overall winner donated by 1. Best Caged Pet

Welshy Contracting to be held for 1 year 2. Toy Dog any breed or sex
Prize Money 1st $10.00 2nd $5.00 3rd $2.00 8l ge Dog any Breed or sex
:;I:vaMr::ct::ao;’:’:::r::::ce Byan'donate 4. Any other pet

Petzone product prizes in each class. o M

Rosettes for placings
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HOLIDAY PROGRAMME FOR DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES AND CODING FOR THE
UPCOMING OCTOBER SCHOOL HOLIDAYS:

CodeCamp allows kids from the ages of 7-12 to develop 21st century skills in a fun and action packed
environment. Develop confidence & initiative through design, creativity, solving problems, presenting &
collaboration. Creating games, websites and apps as well as robotics.

4th - 8th October - book now at https://codecamp.co.nz

&

Kids Coding | Games !
Robotics | Apps

www.codecamp.co.nz

Closing Prayer

Dear Father in heaven, catholic means we welcome all and
spread the Good News to the corners of the Earth.

Help us, Lord, to make our classrooms centres of care
where we set a good example for others

and our actions glorify you.

We ask this through Jesus,

whose death and resurrection glorified each of us. Amen.
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https://codecamp.co.nz/

