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01 September 2022

Dear families and friends of the school,
้ ญ,
Bienvenido, Salut, Huānyíng, Hola, Nǐ hǎo, Ciao, Afio mai, Mālō e lelei, เชือเชิ
This term we are focussing on the virtue of Generosity (Oha) with our students.
When we show generosity we





Consider the needs of others in the world
Give our time to others
Share with others
Share our resources for the benefit of others less fortunate than ourselves

Luke 6: 37-38
“Give to others and God will give to you”.
This is such an important virtue that we hope to instil in our students through explicit teaching and
modelling of this virtue.
As a member of the Parish Pastoral Council it seems the right time for me to share with our school
community something that is currently “on top” for our parish at this very time.
In this newsletter I have included a transcript written by one of our Parish Finance Council members
(Joe Butchard) that will be read in the coming weeks at Masses in all our churches across the Catholic
Parish of Mid Canterbury, explaining the dilemma that our parish is currently facing financially.
As you read this I want you to consider how we as a school community could support our parish. We may
not all be church goers but you have all made the decision to send your children to our parish school and
receive a Catholic education. In making this decision nearly all parents will want their children to receive the
sacraments - make their First Holy communion, be confirmed. We will want to go to Mass and celebrate
special events such as Easter and Christmas. We will want our children to be married in the church and
send off our loved ones at a funeral celebrated in the Church.

Unfortunately it costs money to run a parish.
Once you have read the information I am sure you will agree that we each need to make some contribution,
if we can, to help us change the course of our current situation.
Many thanks for taking the time to read this information
How our Parish Finances Operate - By Joe Butchard
The last couple of years have been financially tough for many. Our parish is no exception.
Covid has been a major factor. Fewer people were at Mass so there was less money in the Sunday
collection.
Collection income was down, interest income was way down, but parish expenses continued to climb.
Our Parish had a cash loss for the March 2021 year.
The March 2022 year loss was $108,000. The parish was losing more than $2000 per week. For every
$1.00 of income, the parish spent $1.48.
Expenses include support of the diocese and the clergy, insurance, rates, heating and power, office,
wages, and repairs and maintenance.
We had to use some of our reserve funds to balance the books. This cannot continue. The Parish will run
out of money.
We must make changes.
We need to increase our income to cover our operating expenses so we can pay our bills without using
reserve funds.
55% of our collection income is automatic payment, 15% cash and 30% envelope.
We aim to:
·
·
·

Increase collection income by 50%.
Convert 60% of Envelope Users to Automatic Payments.
Increase Automatic Payments to 75% of income.

We are very keen to move away from envelopes and cash to Automatic Payments. Automatic payments
are more convenient for parishioners, simpler to administer and allow for better financial planning.
We are working to grow our parish community with initiatives for pastoral care and faith formation, focusing
on evangelisation. These programmes have costs.
This is why we are making this call on our parishioners.
·
·
·

We are asking you to review your financial generosity to the parish and, if you can, increase your
weekly giving.
We are not asking you to give more than you can afford, but we know that many of us have not
changed the amount of our giving for several years.
This might be the time for a catch-up.

As a guide, we suggest you consider giving the first hour of your household income for the week. This is a
biblical measure from when farmers gave the first fruits of the harvest to God.
The amount you choose to give, will depend on your circumstances. For some, gifting the first hour of work
each week may be asking too much; others may be able to offer more. Test what you might offer against
what you spend on coffee, movies, TV streaming, restaurants, or holidays.
·

If you have Internet Banking, please review your giving and, if you can afford to, increase your
usual payment?

·

If you have an Automatic Payment but no Internet Banking, please review your giving and, if
you can afford to, ask your bank to increase your automatic payment?

·

If you give by envelope, please review your giving and, if you can afford to, increase your usual
payment, and consider setting up an Automatic Payment?

·

If you give by cash or don’t give at all, please review your giving, and set up an Automatic
Payment or ask the office for envelopes.
2

And, if you'd like to make a one-off donation at any time for any parish purpose, use Automatic Payment
(tagged with your name and the purpose), or contact the parish office.
·

Brochures with more information will be available soon.

Financial Position

Year end 31 March 2022

Income Source Summary

Collection income

$179159

Rent and interest

$39375

Other income

$6070

Total Income

$224604

Operating Expense Summary

Pastoral care and evangelisation

Church and property

$40806

$149128

Administration

$55024

Clergy Trust Fund and Diocesan allocations

$87788

Total Expenses

Deficit (Before Covid wage subsidy and Grants)

$332746

-$108141

*Notes:
Covid subsidy and grants to March 2022: $15,144.
There was a cash surplus for the March 2021 year after Covid Wage Subsidy and Grants.
(Updated 7 August 22)
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Date reminders
Talanoa /To'onai- Our Pasifika community are invited to a shared lunch after our whole school Mass on
11th September 11.30-1.00pm - Please bring a shared plate. The lunch will be held in the school staffroom
so that the children can use the playground and sports equipment.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Pagpupulong- Our Filipino community are invited to a shared Dinner on Friday the 16th September 6.30pm - 8pm - all children are welcome.
Hui - Our families who identify as Maori are invited to a Hui and Poi making event - Thursday 22nd at
3.15pm
Grandparents Day AND St Joseph’s A&P Show - Liturgy, morning tea and A&P show- 9th November 10am
Hakatere Festival - Performances from our Kapa Haka and Pasifika group.- 24th November
Whole school Community - All families are invited to the official opening of our new school buildings
followed by a picnic /hangi -Friday 2nd December - 6.00pm
We look forward to all these wonderful events to come.
Holidays and absences
If your child is going to be away from school for any reason please let the office know in the morning. It is
also very helpful if parents let both the office and the classroom teacher know if children are going to be
away for an extended period of time.
Many thanks
Policies
At most Board meetings the members of the board review policies on behalf of our school community -I
would also like to invite the school community to review policies that directly impact them.
The process is simple and gives you, as whānau, an opportunity to comment and give your views on our
policies and procedures. This helps us to not only improve our policy but it also ensures us that our
policies are current and are still meeting our needs.
This term the following policies are being reviewed by our board.
Child Protection, Abuse Recognition and Reporting Care and Management of Students Supporting
Student Wellbeing, Food and Nutrition, Sun Protection (board) Staff Wellbeing Harassment (board)
To have your say please follow the review instructions
All reviewers
Visit the website https://st-josephs.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Enter the username (st-josephs) and password (holyname).
Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed.
Read the policy.
Click the Policy Review button at the top right-hand corner of the page.
Select the reviewer type.
Enter your name (optional).
Submit your ratings and comments.

Kind regards
Cath Blacklow
Principal
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School Vision
To learn, to grow, and to live our faith by being the hands
and voice of Jesus

Term 3 Calendar
WEEK 6
Sunday 4th September

Father’s day

WEEK 7
Wednesday 7th September

Year 5/6 Rotary Speech
Year 7/8 Ski Trip

Thursday 8th September

Year 7/8 Golf trip

Friday 9th September

Whole School Assembly 2pm
Whole School disco Jrs 5.30-6.30pm Snrs 7.00-8.30pm

Sunday 11th September

Whole school Mass

Talanoa /To'onai 11.30am-1pm-shared lunch
WEEK 8
Monday 12th September

Maori Language Week
Dance Champs

Wednesday 14th September

Board Meeting

Thursday 15th September

Zones winter sports

Friday 16th September

Year 5/6 Move X Trip
Pagpupulong 6.30-8.00pm

WEEK 9
Tuesday 20th September

Jubilate Sacred Heart Basilica Timaru 6pm

Wednesday 21st September

Home and school meeting
Year 7/8 Rotary speech competition

Thursday 22nd September

Zones winter sports postponement date
Whānau Hui 3.15pm

Thursday 22nd – 27th September

Life Education

Friday 23rd September

Whole school assembly 2pm

Sunday 25th September

Commissioning Mass 10am

WEEK 10
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Wednesday 28th September

Athletics day

Friday 30th September

Last day of term 3

NB: These are the dates we currently have on the calendar. This will be updated each fortnight to
include new dates as they are decided upon throughout the term.

Principal and Virtues Awards
c

Congratulations to this week’s award recipients.

Kea 4 speech
Helping the Homeless
A speech by Nikora - Kea 4

For my brother Brendan’s birthday my family went to a fancy movie theatre
in Christchurch. As we walked to the theatre we passed some homeless people sitting on Colombo
Street. My mum gave them a Countdown voucher. They looked really grateful. When we came out of the
movie theatre the same people were still there so we gave them some food we had - pizza and garlic
bread. I felt really good knowing I had helped them just a little that day.
It made me wonder – how else could we help homeless people?
Who are the homeless? People who are living rough, without shelter or a home because they have run out
of money and cannot afford to pay rent or buy food.
Maybe they have lost their job or have been too sick to work. Sometimes they sleep in a car or even in a
shop doorway where it can be cold and wet. They have nowhere to cook food or wash themselves or their
clothes.
There are groups of people that help the homeless.
One of the charities is called Orange Sky New Zealand. They have four vans that have been modified to
hold washing machines, dryers and showers. Each week, volunteers drive the vans to different places in
Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch where homeless people gather.
They can have their clothes washed and dried while they have a warm shower and chat. Being clean and
talking with others makes them feel that they are cared for and respected. I think it makes them feel
connected to friends and family and that they are a part of the community.
Another group of people came up with a smart idea to make Survival Blankets for the homeless. They
collect foil chip packets to recycle. They wash the chip packets and join them together by ironing them
between greaseproof paper. 44 packets make 1 whole blanket. The foil reflects body heat to keep the
wearer extra warm.
The blanket folds up very small and is very light to carry. They give foil blankets to people living in the cold
or on the streets.
What a brilliant idea!
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We can help them by collecting chip packets and giving them to the blanket makers. There is a collection
point at Base Youth Centre in Ashburton.
I think the people who live on the streets and are homeless must feel sad when they watch people walk
past them - ignoring them. It must be hard for them especially when it is really cold like this winter.
In my opinion, it is good that groups try to help the homeless.
The volunteers who help at Orange Sky New Zealand or those who make survival blankets are making a
difference in their lives.
Next time you see a homeless person what will you do?

April in the garden
We are very grateful for the help we have been receiving each Friday by April at Mitre 10.
She has taught us all about composting, bokashi bins, worm towers and how to plant seeds.
The children (mostly junior) love coming out each Friday to help her. Here are some photos
of April and the children's hard work.

Filipino Dance Group
Here are some photos of the Filipino Dance Group from Ashburton College who performed for the school
last Thursday
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Kea 3’s writing
Kea 3 has been writing about being stranded on a deserted island after a storm at sea. Here are some
extracts of their writing that we thought you might like to read.

.
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Winter Sports
H

Last week we had winter sports where children from all over Ashburton joined to play different winter sports- here is a
few photos of the year 5/6 rugby and netball teams.

Chess
It was pleasing to see how successful the St Joseph's School Chess Club has been this year.
Students played chess once a week and a competition was held to select players to go to
Christchurch to play in the primary interschool chess competition.
Congratulations to all students who were Chess finalists in the St Joseph's School Chess
competition.
Paulo Ciron
1st place
Yr 4-6
Maia Gallegos
2nd place Yr 4-6
Carter Shepherd 3rd Place Yr 4-6
Lucas Reid
4th place
Yr 4-6
Harry Reid
Yr 4-6 finalist
Braxton Makitate Yr 4-6 finalist
Eliza Middleton
Yr 4-6 finalist
Thomas Reid
Yr 4-6 finalist
Michael Harborne Yr 4-6 finalist
Audric Chai
1st place
yr 7-8
Hamish Tuluao 2nd place
Yr 7-8
Kiko Ciron
3rd place
Yr 7-8
Alex Forbes
4th place
Yr 7-8
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From the Director of Religious Studies
Congratulations to all the children and young people who celebrated their First Holy Communion on Sunday 21st
August. This was a wonderful occasion and it is such an important step in their faith journey. Have a look below at a
few photos of the children (these will also be emailed to whānau of these students by the end of the week).
Next week (Week 7) is Social Justice Week. The theme for this week is ‘Say no to racism. We are one in Christ Whakakāhoretia te kaikeri. Kotahi anō tātou i roto i te Karaiti.”
We also have our Term 3 Whole School Mass coming up on Sunday 11th September, this happens to be at the end of
Social Justice Week. At this Mass, we will be celebrating our school’s unique and multicultural identity. We encourage
students to wear clothing that represents them and their whanau’s culture. We will also be singing songs and sharing
karakia in various community languages.

Malugod naming binabati ang mga bata at kabataang nagsipag tanggap ng Unang Banal na Komunyon noong
Linggo, Agosto 21. Ito ay isang maligayang okasyon at mahalagang hakbang sa lakbay ng kanilang paniniwala.
Tingnan nyo sa ibaba ang ilang larawan ng mga bata.( Ito rin ay ii email sa pamilya ng mga mag aaral sa katapusan
ng linggo).
Sa susunod na Linggo ( Week 7) ay "Social Justice Week". Ang tema ngayong Linggo ay
Kapootang Panglahi, Tayo ay Iisa kay Kristo".

"Mag Hindi sa

Magkakaroon din tayo ng ikatlong terminong pangkalahatang pampaaralan na misa ngayong darating na Linggo,
Setyembre 11. Ito rin ang katapusan ng "social justice week". At sa misang isa ay ating ipagdiriwang ang ating walang
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katulad na ibat-ibang kulturang pagkakakilanlan. Hinihikayat ang mga mag aaral na magsuot ng kasuotan na
nagpapakita ng kultura ng kanilang pinanggalingan. Tayo rin ay kakanta ng mga awitin at magbabahagi ng panalangin
sa ibat-ibang lenggwahe ng komunidad.

School Board-Voting
You should now have received your voting papers for the Parent Representative for the School Board via
the post.
Please ensure that you read through all the information and vote accordingly.
There is an envelope enclosed with the voting papers, please put your completed voting paper inside the
envelope before dropping off
The voting papers can either be posted back or dropped off to the office at St Joseph’s School, 87
Havelock Street, Ashburton.
Kind Regards,
Casey Fisher
Returning Officer

Other Notices for your Information and Interest
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Closing Prayer
Lord Jesus, teach me to be generous. Teach me to serve as you deserve, To give and not to count the
cost, To fight and not to heed the wounds, To labor and not to seek to rest, To give of myself and not ask
for a reward, Except the reward of knowing that I am doing your will.
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