St Joseph’s Catholic School
Newsletter : Issue 53
Week 1, Term 1
3 February 2022

He Waka eke noa We’re all in this together
Dear families and friends of the school,
Welcome back to the new school year. I hope you have all had lovely relaxing holidays with your
families, enjoying the wonderful warm weather. Long may it last!
A reminder that the school newsletter will go out every fortnight, odd weeks on a Thursday. If
you wish to put anything in the newsletter, please have it to Susan in the office by Tuesday. All
notices will be sent via email and our school app, Hero. Notices can also be found on our school
website. This first newsletter of the year will outline some of the upcoming events and
information for you to be aware of as we begin the new year, as well as give us a chance to
introduce you to our newest staff members for 2022.
Our year has started off well, with an excellent whanau and student turnout for our beginning of
the year interviews. These have, once again, proven to be extremely valuable for helping
teachers to get to know the families and students a little better, as well as ensuring that the
transition into the new year is a successful one for the students.
This year, as you are well aware of, we have had to adjust to the mandatory wearing of masks
for Year 4-8 students and staff. While this is not how we would like to teach, we need to ensure
we are making our very best efforts to keep everyone in our care safe. I would have to say that
I am very proud of the students and staff, and how they have handled the new mandate of mask
wearing. I do not think anyone would say that they love it but they are willingly conforming.
Thank you to all our parents who have been so accommodating by providing masks for their
children.

Staffing
This year we are extremely lucky to, once again, begin the school year with a very stable staff.
All our teachers have come back ready to go and it is wonderful to welcome back Arlene
Middleton in a specialist teacher’s role this year. We welcome two new teaching staff for this
year: Ashleigh Scott and Lucy Boyle. We look forward to having these two new teachers on our
school staff and wish them a very happy year.

Lucy Boyle

Ashleigh Scott
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New Classrooms
Our new classrooms are looking great and are now being used by our Year 0-4 classes. Once
we are able to, we will have an official opening and invite our school community to have a look
around the new buildings. We are thrilled with the end product and would like to thank Mike
Nolan at the Catholic Education Office very much for helping the project to come to fruition.

Swimming Sports for Year 3-8 : 23rd February
The swimming sports will continue to be held this year at the EA Network pool. Unfortunately, at
this stage, spectators will not be able to attend the event given the numbers of students in
attendance. You will get further information closer to the day.
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Hats
We have school hats available for sale at the school office for $10.00. Please ensure that all
parts of your child’s school uniform are well named, including the hat.

Second Hand Uniforms
We have good second hand uniforms for sale (summer, winter and sport uniforms). Please
contact the school office if you would like to make a time to look at what is available.
If anyone has any second hand uniform that they wish to pass on, please hand into the school
office - we welcome uniform swaps.

Lunches
A reminder that Subway can be purchased on a Wednesday and Sushi on a Thursday. NB:
Sausage Sizzle will begin Friday of next week. This will be a fundraiser for the school
camps/outdoor education activities for children in years 5-8. Mrs Corbett will be sending out
more information shortly regarding parents to help cook sausages from Years 5-8. Sausages are
$2.00 for bread, sauce and a sausage, and can be purchased after 8.30am in front of the old
Kiwi 4/Tui 5 classroom.

Bus and Crossing Safety
Please use the pedestrian crossing at all times at the end of the school day. The best place to
park your car is beside the church so that the crossing is easily accessible. This is a really safe
option for everyone. Students in years 0-4 will now be able to use the new gate beside their
classrooms to leave at the end of each day. This will alleviate the congestion at the main entrance.
Please do not park directly in front of the school at the beginning and end of the school day
as this is a “Drop Off Zone Only” between 8.30-9.00am and 3.00-3.30pm, and the cones are there
as a reminder.
Please be aware that the bus now drops off and picks up children from the Cameron Street
entrance. Please do not park on the opposite side of Cameron Street and expect your
children to cross to meet you. A large bus makes it difficult to see past and we feel strongly that
this is an accident waiting to happen if parents continue to park there.

Rubbish
We are continuing to work towards being a rubbish-free school and the children are generally
wonderful at ensuring their lunchboxes have no plastic rubbish in them. I often go around
classes with a goodie bag which is designed to encourage students to continue to be wonderful
in this area!

Whole School Masses and Assemblies
These will not be happening this term due to the new red traffic light regulations. We will continue
to give Principal and Virtues awards each fortnight at year level assemblies.
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Home and School Meeting
The first meeting for the year will be held next Wednesday 9 February at 7.30pm in the school
staffroom. New members are very welcome.

Look what is coming …
This year we thought it was important to focus on helping our students, at all levels of the school,
learn how to be responsible digital citizens. Our world has changed and our students will be
faced with many challenges through their use of devices. They need to know how to keep
themselves safe and be made aware of the potential dangers they may face when using a device.
This year we have employed an expert in this field to work alongside our teachers, children and
parents to support them in how to be DIGIFIT! We would encourage all parents to take the
opportunity to come along to the Parent Education meeting on Thursday 10th February
at 5.30pm. Please RSVP to the school office if you are able to attend so that we can register your
name. Face masks, vaccine passes and use of the Covid tracing app will be essential.
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Term 1 Calendar
Particular date to note: Teacher Only Day on Friday 4 March. Teachers are undertaking a
Religious Education paper.
WEEK 2
Monday 7th February

Waitangi Day Public Holiday – school closed

Tuesday 8th February

MCTC starts for Year 7/8 students
Sports Club Meeting 3.20pm in Cath’s office

Wednesday 9th February

Home and School Meeting in staffroom 7.30pm

Thursday 10th February

Parent Meeting 5.30pm “Digifit”

WEEK 3
Wednesday 16th February

Board of Trustees Meeting (time to be confirmed)

WEEK 4
Wednesday 23rd February

Swimming Sports Year 3-8

WEEK 5
Wednesday 2nd March

Ash Wednesday

Friday 4th March

Teacher Only Day – school closed for instruction

WEEK 6
Wednesday 9th March

Home and School Meeting 7.30pm

WEEK 7
Friday 18th March

Celebrating St Joseph’s Day

WEEK 8
Wednesday 23rd March

Board of Trustees Meeting

Friday 25th March

The Annunciation

WEEK 9
Monday 28th March

Grips Leadership Course for Year 8 students

WEEK 10
Monday 4th April

School photographs taken

WEEK 11
Thursday 14th April

Last day of Term 1

Friday 15th April

Good Friday
6

NB: These are the dates we currently have on the calendar. This will be updated each
fortnight to include new dates as they are decided upon throughout the term.
I hope everyone has a great term ahead.
Kind regards,
Cath Blacklow
Principal

School Vision
To learn, to grow, and to live our faith by being the hands
and voice of Jesus

Other Notices for your Interest or Information
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Closing Prayer
Loving God, we thank you for the gift of this school year.
Help us always appreciate the opportunity to learn
and the gift of gathering at a school; a gift not available to every child.
May we never take our education for granted and never complain about school.
Help us do our best with all you’ve given us to learn this year.
We ask this through Jesus, who always did his best. Amen.
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