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The 12th Station of the Cross - Jesus dies on the cross

“We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. Because by your
holy cross, you have redeemed the world”
Dear families and friends of the school,
Yesterday we were treated to a beautiful performance by the Tui team who dramatically depicted
the 14 stations of the cross. Around the fifteenth century, Christians began the practice of
prayerfully meditating on the Passion of Christ by reproducing that pilgrimage in miniature in
what eventually became known as the Stations of the Cross. Why meditate on Jesus’ suffering?
Most people want to avoid suffering, not spend time imagining it! But suffering is a reality that
everyone has to deal with in life. In Jesus, God entered into our suffering in order to save us. By
walking with Jesus, we join our suffering to his, knowing that he will lead us through it into the
new life of the Resurrection. Today there are fourteen stations, each of which represents an
event during Christ’s Passion.
Here are some more photos of the Tui team’s performance:

The 10th Station - Jesus is stripped of his clothes

The 9th Station - Jesus falls for the 3rd time

The 7th station - Jesus falls for the 2nd time.
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Hero posts - Term 1
This term, we have opened up the Hero goals aspect in our student management system, Hero.
This means that parents and whanau will now be able to see their child’s goals in Writing and
Maths, and have a better understanding of the things that they are working on in the classroom
(NB: Reading goals will be available next term). It also enables parents and whanau to have
conversations with their children about their learning and hopefully become more aware of the
progress and achievement towards these goals throughout the year. We hope that you enjoy
this new aspect.
This term, the teachers have also included a post on your child’s progress in the Learners’
Qualities (key competencies). Development in these qualities helps your child to become a
capable and lifelong learner.
At the end of next term, as well as showing the goals that your child is working towards, and
recent goals that they have achieved, you will also be able to see a progress graph. You will see
two dots on the graphs in each of the curriculum areas: Reading, Writing and Maths. These dots
will show your child’s achievement level at the end of 2021 and your child’s 2022 achievement
level at mid year. We are sure that you will find this very helpful.
We look forward to further developing our reporting using Hero throughout the year and hope
that this new system of demonstrating progress and achievement across the curriculum will
enable you as parents to stay well informed about your child’s learning.

What the Orange Setting means for us
You’ll be aware that Minister of Education, Chris Hipkins, announced the move to Orange at
11:59pm last night. The decision to move to Orange has been made on public health advice
and reflects that we are moving past the peak of cases and our health system is able to cope.
We are seeing that cases are declining due to high levels of vaccination and natural immunity
after infection. I wanted to give you an update on what the move to Orange means for our
school.
At Orange, face masks are no longer required at school. However, public health advice is that
masks continue to be strongly encouraged when indoors. Wearing a mask is a key health
measure that slows the spread of Covid-19 in indoor settings. For that reason, we ask that
visitors to the school, including parents and whānau, wear a mask whenever they are indoors
on school grounds.
We also ask that your child (if they are Year 4+) continues to bring a mask to school every day.
There may be times that we’ll ask them to wear a mask too. For example, if there are a high
number of cases at school or in the community, we may ask that masks be worn in classrooms
for a time. At Orange, students aged 12 and above are still required to wear a face mask on
school or public transport.
We will continue to keep all the other health measures in place at school that we know slow the
spread of Covid-19. These include ensuring our indoor spaces are well-ventilated, maintaining
good hand hygiene and cough and sneeze etiquette, appropriate physical distancing whenever
we can and, most importantly, staying home if we are sick.
We are looking forward to a few less restrictions and returning to school life that is a bit closer to
normal. Have a lovely Easter and relaxing term holiday break.
Kind regards
Cath Blacklow
Principal

School Vision
To learn, to grow, and to live our faith by being the hands
and voice of Jesus
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Term 2 Calendar
WEEK 1
Monday 2nd May

First day of Term 2

Saturday 7th & Sunday 8th May

First Holy Communion Commissioning Mass

WEEK 2
Monday 9th-Sunday 15th May

NZ Sign Language Week

Monday 9th-Friday 13th May

Tui Team Swim Week

Wednesday 11th May

Home and School Meeting

WEEK 3
Wednesday 18th May

Board of Trustees Meeting

WEEK 4
Sunday 29th May

Whole School Mass 10am

WEEK 5
Monday 30th May-Sunday 5th June

Samoan Language Week

Tuesday 31st May

New Entrant Parent Meeting 5pm

Thursday 2nd June

Counties Cross Country

WEEK 6
Monday 6th June

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday (school closed)

Wednesday 8th June

Home and School Meeting

Sunday 12th June

Filipino Independence Day

WEEK 7
Monday 13th-Friday 17th June

Kea 1, 2 & 3 Swim Week

WEEK 8
Wednesday 22nd June

Zones Cross Country
Board of Trustees Meeting

Thursday 23rd June

GRIPS Leadership Day – Year 8’s

Friday 24th June

Matariki Public Holiday (school closed)

WEEK 10
Friday 8th July

Last day for Term 2

NB: These are the dates we currently have on the calendar. This will be updated each
fortnight to include new dates as they are decided upon throughout the term.
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From the Director of Religious Studies
With the move to the orange traffic light, we are finally able to plan to come together as a school
and parish community again. After not having a Whole School Sunday Mass since Term 2 last
year, I am excited to let you know that our Term 2 Mass is scheduled for Sunday 29th May at
10am. It will be fantastic to come together as a school community.
A reminder for all whānau with a child who is part of the First Holy Communion programme this
year - the Commissioning Mass for this is the weekend of the 7th/8th May.
Thank you everyone for your generous support of our Spell-a-thon to raise money for all the
wonderful causes that Caritas supports. We have once again been blown away by the
generosity and amazing support.
Finally, here is a beautiful Easter karakia for you to share with your whānau.
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Principal’s & Virtues Awards
We had our first full school assembly for the term last Friday and it was wonderful to have all our
students together again. Here are the proud and well-deserved recipients of the awards:
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Easter Trail
Our Year 3-8 students experienced the “Easter Trail”, impressively put together by the Baptist
church to coincide with upcoming Easter celebrations. In small groups, the students were taken
through many interactive and sensory displays depicting events leading up to the resurrection of
Jesus Christ. The trail was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Year 5/6 group

Year 7/8 group
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Kea 4 Writing & Art
Kea 4 have retold stories and created mosaic art using Google drawings as it relates to the
school target for Religious Education: learning the life story of Jesus by studying biblical
scripture and key events.

The Annunciation Retold
Once in a town called Nazareth, a long, long time ago (34 BC to be exact) there lived a kind woman
named Mary. Mary was a virgin. She was vowed to get married to a humble carpenter named Joseph.
Joseph was a proud descendant of David. In the sixth month of cousin Elizabeth’s pregnancy, the
ethereal angel named Gabriel visited Mary in her home.
The angel greeted Mary, but she was greatly confused. She asked who the angel was. The angel
replied “Do not be afraid. You will soon give birth to the Son of God, you will name him Jesus and he
will be great. “Mary said “How can this be? For I am a virgin?”. Gabriel said, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you and make all of this possible. Even your cousin Elizabeth is to have a baby in her old
age!”
Mary said, “I have full faith in the lord. May your word be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her feeling
faithful and excited.

Audric Chai

The Annunciation
In a town named Nazareth, in Galilee, a young woman by the name of Mary was carrying a vase of river
water back to her house. As Mary walked inside her house she placed the vase on her table, and in a blink,
a shining, celestial Angel by the name of Gabriel appeared behind her. Looking in awe at his shining wings,
Mary listened as he exclaimed, “Do not be afraid. My name is Gabriel and God has sent me as his faithful
messenger. He needs you to know that you will have a baby that will be the son of the highest Lord, his name
shall be Jesus.”
Mary was shocked. She then responded with, “How could this be? I am a virgin!” Gabriel said, “ Look at your
cousin, Elizabeth. Despite her very old age, she is still able to have a baby, and look, she is six months
pregnant! This shows that anything is possible with the power of the Lord.” Mary then said, “I am the Lord’s
servant girl, and I will do anything that he wishes upon me.”
Mary faithfully trusted the Lord. And with that great trust, the Lord granted her something that would change
her life forever.

Jacob Gourdie
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The Annunciation of Mary
Luke 1: 26-38
In a town called Nazareth, there was a woman named Mary. Mary was a pure woman who dedicated her life
to God. But one day, when Mary was walking home, angel Gabriel appeared in front of her. Mary was afraid
of Gabriel but he comforted Mary and told her there was nothing to be afraid of.
Mary calmed down and trusted the angel.
After that, Gabriel told Mary that she would be the mother of God’s son. Mary replied, “How? I am a virgin!”
said Mary.
Gabriel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come to you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
The Holy One to be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth, your relative is going to have a child
in her old age. For no word from God will ever fail”.
With faith in her Lord, Mary knew this would all be true!

Retold by Joeb
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The Wedding of Cana - The First Miracle of Jesus
A long time ago, shortly after Jesus was baptised, he attended a wedding. Jesus had walked a
long way to get to the wedding.
Jesus was at the wedding with Mary and some of his disciples.
People were happy to be having the wedding.
While people were having a good time, drinking wine and eating fine food, the wine ran out.
Mary was worried and anxious. She told Jesus to make the water into wine but Jesus said he
was not ready.
But Jesus listened to his mother and so Jesus said go get those jags and pour a glass of wine
for the leader of the wedding when the servants poured a glass and the leader said “you left the
best wine till last, usually it is served first!” so the party continued all night. And the only people
who knew about the miracle were the servants, Mary and Jesus.

Retold by Liam

The Wedding at Cana - Jesus’s First Miracle
Shortly after Jesus was baptised by his cousin John, he attended a wedding in Cana with Mary and his
Disciples. The young couple had planned a wonderful wedding and everyone was having a great time.
Nothing could have gone wrong.
Jesus was with his mother when some of the servants ran to them with shock. Mary asked what was
wrong, “There is no more wine! If this problem isn’t solved soon the party will end in embarrassment and
failure for the couple!”
Mary was shocked, she quickly but nicely asked her son, “Jesus, could you do something about this
problem?” But Jesus answered, “Woman, what has that got to do with you and me?”
Mary accepted this and immediately informed the servants, “Do whatever he tells you to do.” Jesus
looked around and saw six big water jars that were nearly empty. He said to the servants, “Fill the jars to
the top with water.” So that's what they did. Jesus then informed them that they should give one glass to
the master of this party.
One of the servants collected a glass with confusion but at the same time answered Jesus’ command and
gave it to the master. The master took the cup and had one sip. He smacked his lips and cheered, “This is
the finest of wine.”
The party went on with no disaster and everyone continued to have the best time with the finest wine.
Only a few people knew what really happened that day!

Retold by Garath
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Other Notices for your Information or Interest
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Closing Prayer
Dear Jesus, sometimes we’re just like the apostles were after you died.
We don’t understand why bad things happen to good people.
We get lonely and sad and mad and confused.
We’re frustrated when we can’t make everything better.
Your resurrection showed us we needn’t worry.
We need only put our faith and trust in you.
Help us be strong when we don’t understand.
Help us wait patiently until we rise out of our troubles. Amen.
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